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Literacy Council for
Josephine County



Literacy Council’s work remains vital through pandemic
So, we begin to navigate another year of the pandemic.
While the momentum and energy of the Literacy Council have been slowed down somewhat over the last two years,



it has not been stopped. Who we are as an organization, our mission and our values, have not been compromised. 
And while the Literacy Council's work has been stifled somewhat because of the coronavirus pandemic, the needs



of our students have continued.
The need to learn English, the need to improve reading and writing skills, the need to earn a GED, to overcome the



obstacles of dyslexia, to fill out job applications, to improve job skills, to pass the written driver’s test, to become
American citizens.



Since 1986 — yes, 35 years — the Literacy Council for Josephine County has been supporting volunteer tutors who
provide one-on-one services to adult learners. Our services and our learning materials — including books, audio tapes
and interactive computer programs — are free. Each learning program is tailored to the goals and needs of the stu-
dent, and every learner gets individualized attention. 



Why is this work so vital? Life is significantly more difficult for adults without basic literacy skills:



• In the U.S., more than 20% of adults read at or below a fifth-grade level, 
which prevents them from working at jobs with a living wage, hinders their ability to vote



and impedes their ability to read a newspaper.
(National Institute for Literacy)



• Adults who have not received high school diplomas are unemployed 
at nearly three times the rate of their peers with high school diplomas.



(State of Oregon Employment Department)
• 43% of adults with low literacy skills live in poverty.



Adults who read at elementary levels also are likely to have low health literacy, which are the skills that allow one to
access, understand and use health information, including reading and understanding COVID-19 materials and public
health guidelines. 



Which makes it essential for adult literacy and English language learning to continue, during and after the COVID-19
pandemic.



This year, the holiday season looks different for so many of us as we struggle with changes brought on by the pan-
demic. Yet, with change and struggle comes opportunity — opportunity for new traditions to emerge, and new ways to
connect with each other and our communities.



Help make an impact in our community. Help the Literacy Council continue its work, to grow our presence in
Josephine County, to navigate the new normal.



Please consider a year-end gift using the envelope enclosed in this newsletter. Or visit our website,
literacyjoco.weebly.com to make a secure donation online.



Each dollar is received with gratitude and appreciation.
Warm thanks to those of you who have already given this year. Your support is the greatest gift.
On behalf of the Literacy Council, we wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and thank you for your



continued support in bringing literacy to our community.



Thank you and stay safe.
The Literacy Council Board of Directors



“Changing lives through learning since 1986”
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Literacy Council for Josephine County



The Literacy Council for Josephine County
106 N.W. F St. #18  
Grants Pass, OR, 97526



“Changing lives through learning since 1986”



• Dee Pierce, vice chair
phone: 541-291-0004
email: pierceda@q.com



• Patricia Johnson, treasurer
phone: 541-660-7701
email: pjinca123@gmail.com



• Robert Moore
phone: 541-660-9701



email: robert@oregonbooks.com



• Kathleen Alaks, publicity
phone: 541-955-5371
email: kalaks@thedailycourier.com



• Rebecca Stoltz, library liaison
phone: 541-476-0571, ext. 108
email: rstoltz@JosephineLibrary.org



Literacy Council Board Members



Warm wishes for a joyful holiday
season and the promise of a happy



and healthy new year



“May your walls know joy, may every room hold laughter
and every window open to great possibility.” 



— Mary Anne Radmacher











