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Student goal: ‘to read a book that gets my heart going’

New tutor dedicated to
making that happen

Tutor Loren Batton sits in the
Literacy Council office with her stu-
dent, Dwight Ebarb, using colored
tiles to build and sound out words.

“So, we have been working with
four sounds, now we’ve got five,”
Loren says.

“It's getting tougher,” Dwight, 58,
says, as they move from “r-u-s-t” e
(four sounds) to “c-r-u-s-t” and “c-r-e- §
s-t” (five sounds).

Loren and Dwight have been work-
ing together since the end of July.
They started with the pre-reading
program Foundations in Sound, then
moved on to the Barton reading and
spelling system, covering levels 1
and 2. They’re now working on level
3.

“I'love it,” Loren says of her work with the
Literacy Council, which she started this summer.

Loren is a retired speech therapist, who
worked for the school district in Everett,
Washington.

With its colored tiles, the Barton program, she
says, is similar to ones she used in speech ther-
apy, using visuals to help both kids and adults
with pronunciation.

Newly retired, Loren and her husband moved
to Grants Pass, where he had grown up, in
January.

Loren Batton (right) helps Dwight Ebarb sound out words using the Barton reading
and spelling system as they work at the Literacy Council office.

“We moved here for the climate and the small
town” atmosphere, she says.

Loren sought out the Literacy Council on the
advice of a friend. At first she wasn't sure if it
suited her. But her student has erased any
doubts she might have had.

“He told me ‘I want to read a book that gets
my heart going.” That really spoke to me.”

Loren is quite impressed with Dwight and his
dedication to learning.

“He sticks with it and he does his homework,”
she says.

“He’s definitely motivated. He takes pride in
what we do. | love his enthusiasm.”
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Literacy Council Board Members

e Andrea Dougan, chairperson
phone: 541-471-4893
email: andreadougan@yahoo.com

o Dee Pierce, vice chair
phone: 541-291-0004
email: pierceda@q.com

o Patricia Wilson, treasurer
phone: 541-660-7701
email: pjinca123@gmail.com

¢ Robert Moore
phone: 541-660-9701
email: robert@oregonbooks.com

o Kathleen Alaks, publicity
phone: 541-955-5371
email: kalaks @thedailycourier.com

¢ Rebecca Stoltz, library liaison
phone: 541-476-0571, ext. 108
email: rstoltz@JosephineLibrary.org

e Grace Chu
phone: 541-476-8607
email: deahnd@aim.com

Contact Us!

Call: our office at 541-472-0355

Mailing address: 106 N.W. F St. #18,
Grants Pass, OR, 97526

Physical address: 132 N.E. B St., Room 23,
Grants Pass

Email: jocoliteracy @yahoo.com

Find us online: literacyjoco.weebly.com and

on Facebook

CALENDAR

Upcoming Board Meetings

Meetings are at 12:30 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of the month, at the Literacy Council
office, 132 N.E. B St., Room 23, on the third floor
of the Newman United Methodist Church offices.

The next meetings are:

Dec. 18 March 18
Jan. 15 April 15
Feb. 19 May 20

If you would prefer to receive the Literacy
Council’s twice-yearly newsletter via email, let us
know, by contacting us at jocoliteracy @yahoo.com.
Include your name and address as well as the email
address we should send it to.

Meet our newest
board
member/treasurer

Patricia Wilson

Q. TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT
YOUR PERSONAL HISTORY,
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
AND CAREER PATH.

A. | was a Navy brat and moved
frequently, but grew up mostly in the
Washington DC area. It was a won-
derful place to grow up, steeped in
history and culture. | followed an
initial career path into corporate finance
and accounting and got a degree in business adminis-
tration.

When | discovered that this career satisfied only my material needs, but not much
more, | became a massage therapist. | have practiced massage for 20 years and cur-
rently provide massage services through Asante Hospice.

| also work part time as the finance director for Geos Institute in Ashland, which is a
nonprofit with amazing people using science to find creative solutions to climate
change.

Q. HOW & WHEN DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH THE LITERACY COUNCIL?

A. About a year and a half ago, | heard about the Literacy Council from one of its
board members, Robert Moore at Oregon Books. | called and asked about volunteering
as a tutor, even though | had never done that before. Very quickly an opportunity arose
for me to begin working with a dyslexic student, and currently | am tutoring a young
Chinese man in ESL.

Q. WHAT, IF ANY, OTHER VOLUNTEER WORK DO YOU DO IN THE

COMMUNITY? WHAT OTHER CLUBS OR GROUPS ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH?

A. | sing with and am Board Treasurer for the 3 Rivers Chorale. | also volunteer at
the Josephine Community Library.

Q. WHAT'S THE BEST BOOK YOU'VE READ LATELY?

A. | recently listened to the audiobook “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles.
The story is enthralling, the characters are endearing, and being a foodie, | love the
descriptions of food and drink. The enchanting narrator in the audiobook added another
dimension to round out the experience.

Q. WHO ARE YOUR FAVORITE AUTHORS?

A. There are so many authors | love, but a few are Kurt Vonnegut, Barbara
Kingsolver, Tom Robbins, Milan Kundera, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and the late, great
Toni Morrison.

Q. IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A DESERT ISLAND, WHAT ONE BOOK
WOULD YOU WANT TO HAVE WITH YOU?

A. This is a tough question. | don'’t think | can really answer this. | might have to try
to write my own book!

Q. IF YOU COULD HAVE ONE SUPERPOWER, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

A. Telepathy. As much as | love words, | have always felt that they can actually get
in the way sometimes, and thought the use of telepathy might help to diminish misun-
derstandings.

Q. WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE LITERACY COUNCIL DO TO
IMPROVE ITS VALUE IN THE COMMUNITY?

A. | would love to see the Council be able to develop more awareness in the com-
munity. Many people do not even know it is here, or about all the great assistance
available through its many different services.
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‘Tis the season for giving:

Dear Literacy Council Supporter:

In this season of giving and thankfulness, we extend our most
heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support of the Literacy Council for
Josephine County.

And we want to give you the opportunity to help even more by vol-
unteering.

Volunteering has many forms and it can be a joy-filled experience.
Consider becoming a volunteer tutor or encouraging a friend to do so.

Maybe you have a knack for leadership and service promoting the
Literacy Council, and would consider an opportunity to sit on our
Board.

And, of course, there’s always the nitty gritty of helping to stuff
envelopes for mailings and helping to organize or work at our annual
used book sale.

For more than 30 years, we have been able to help people learn
English, improve their reading and writing skills, earn their GEDs,
overcome the obstacles of dyslexia and become American citizens —
free of charge.

Our work is a circle of givers: volunteer tutors and board members
who give hours of their time to empower others; their efforts, in turn,
are supported by the financial gifts of individuals, businesses and

Give to the the Literacy Council
Give to the community

foundations in our community.

It’s a circle of giving that is all part of the gift of literacy.

Please help us continue our important work by making an end-of-
year donation in the envelope enclosed in this newsletter. Do it before
the end of the year to get the deduction on this year’s tax return. Or
make a new year’s resolution to show your support.

Your tax-deductible donation today will enable us to continue to
provide free literacy services to adults in our community into 2020 and
beyond.

You also can visit our website, literacyjoco.weebly.com to make a
secure donation online.

To those of you who have already given, we extend our warmest
thanks.

With gratitude and best wishes for a joyous holiday and a purpose-
ful new year,

The Literacy Council Board of Directors

If you belong to an organization and would like someone from the Literacy
Council to speak at one of your organization's meetings, please contact Dee Pierce
at 541-291-0004 or pierceda@q.com.

Literacy Council tutor enjoys helping others

Gail Pearliman has a long history of helping others.

She was an English teacher for 20 years, she’s been an
AARP tax preparer volunteer for 10 years, she has volun-
teered with the Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance
program and is a volunteer dog walker for the Rogue Valley
Humane Society.

She’s also been active with the Josephine County Social
Justice Alliance. But in the current political climate, she says,
she has been feeling discouraged about doing anything posi-
tive politically.

“I wanted to do something to help someone now,” she says.

So, earlier this fall, Gail signed up as a volunteer tutor with
the Literacy Council.

She was paired with a well-educated 43-year-old man from
Columbia.

“He has a degree in psychology, but very little English,” Gail
says. “He wants to go back to Columbia to get a university job,
but he needs to have better English. He’s very smart and
interested in learning.”

Gail and her student concentrate on conversation, even
though she doesn’t speak Spanish and her student doesn’t
speak English.

“It’'s a lift to not know each other’s language but still manage to communicate,” Gail says. “He walks (to the Literacy Council
office for lessons ) and | drive him home. We use that time to work on conversation. We’re finding our way together.”

Gail brings her dog Rosie, who she rescued from the Rogue Valley Humane Society, to her twice weekly tutoring sessions:
“She’s my assistant tutor.”

Gail finds tutoring very satisfying.

“It's helping someone right now, it’s okay if you don’t have the background because you get help and it’s fun,” she says.
“It’s the most fun thing I'm doing.”

Gail Pearlman goes over somne paperwork in the Literacy Council
office while the faithful Rosie looks on.
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Ten commandments for us all

When tutoring, volunteering or life in general gets you down, remember
these commandments that apply to us all:

. People are illogical, unreasonable and self-centered. Love them anyway.

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Do good anyway.

. If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. Succeed anyway.

. The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.

. Honesty and frankness make you vulnera<None>ble. Be honest and frank anyway.

. The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men and women with the
smallest minds. Think big anyway.

. People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs. Fight for a few underdogs anyway.

. What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. Build anyway.

. People really need help but may attack you if you do help them. Help people anyway.

10. Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have anyway.

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.
Helen Keller

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed it's the only thing that ever has.

Margaret Mead

None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can all do small things, with great love, and together we can do some-

thing wonderful.
Mother Teresa

If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.
Booker T. Washington

It is literally true that you can succeed best and quickest by helping others to succeed.
Oliver Napoleon Hill

The Literacy Council for Josephine County
106 N.EW. F St. #18
Grants Pass, OR, 97526










