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Literacy in the time of coronavirus

One Sunday morning in mid-May,
Literacy Council tutor Dee Pierce set
up her laptop in her brightly lit living
room and logged onto Skype to con-
nect with her student for one of their
twice weekly sessions.

She arranged colored letter tiles
onto a cardboard shelf — a hand-
made version of a Scrabble game tile
holder — and held them up to the
computer screen, where her dyslexic
student could see them. And they
began their lesson, building words,
working on spelling and refining pro-
nunciation.

This kind of remote learning —
using computers, making online con-
nections, accessing video-conferenc-
ing software — is the new face of
learning for students of the Literacy
Council, as the council continues to
adapt to life in the time of coron-
avirus. S
In order to keep its tutors and stu-  Tutor Dee Pie
dents as safe as possible during the
unprecedented coronavirus pandem-
ic, the Literacy Council, in mid-March,
closed its office at Newman United Methodist Church,
temporarily suspending one-on-one, face-to-face, in-
person student/tutor lessons.

The choice for tutors, then, was to indefinitely sus-
pend lessons altogether — which would disrupt the
continuity of their curriculum and possibly deter their
students’ future progress — or to find an alternative.

“We strongly encouraged our tutors to consider
using social distancing methods when possible so that
tutoring could continue and offered to help set up
remote connections such as video conferencing,” says
Dee Pierce, the Literacy Council’s vice president.

rce arranges colored letter tiles on a cardboard shelf then holds them up to
her computer screen, where her student sees them over Skype. Remote learning is the
new norm for Literacy Council tutors and students.
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Dee chose to do her twice-weekly lessons, using
the Barton Reading and Spelling System, via Skype.

Current coronavirus restrictions — requiring six-foot
distancing and not touching shared surfaces — are not
conducive for in-person learning using the Barton sys-
tem, which requires the physical manipulation of
spelling tiles, Dee says.

And if the tutor is wearing a face mask, the student
cannot hear word pronunciation clearly and the mask
prevents the student from seeing the tutor’s mouth
when speaking, such as seeing how far apart the lips

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Literacy Council Board Members

e Andrea Dougan, chairperson
phone: 541-471-4893
email: andreadougan@yahoo.com

o Dee Pierce, vice chair
phone: 541-291-0004
email: pierceda@q.com

¢ Patricia Johnson, treasurer
phone: 541-660-7701
email: pjinca123@gmail.com

¢ Robert Moore
phone: 541-660-9701
email: robert@oregonbooks.com

o Kathleen Alaks, publicity
phone: 541-955-5371
email: kalaks @thedailycourier.com

¢ Rebecca Stoltz, library liaison
phone: 541-476-0571, ext. 108
email: rstoltz@JosephineLibrary.org

e Grace Chou
phone: 541-476-8607
email: deahnd@aim.com

Contact Us!

Call: our office at 541-472-0355
Mailing address: 106 N.W. F St. #18,
Grants Pass, OR, 97526

Physical address: 132 N.E. B St., Room 23,

Grants Pass
Email: jocoliteracy @yahoo.com
Find us online: literacyjoco.weebly.com and
on Facebook

CALENDAR

Upcoming Board Meetings

Meetings are at 12:30 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of the month, at the Literacy Council
office, 132 N.E. B St., Room 23, on the third floor
of the Newman United Methodist Church offices.

In person meetings are suspended indefintely
due to the coronavirus.

If you would prefer to receive the Literacy
Council’s twice-yearly newsletter via email, let us
know, by contacting us at jocoliteracy @yahoo.com.
Include your name and address as well as the email
address we should send it to.

106 N.W. F St., #18, Grants Pass, OR

Potential and promise

Literacy Council remains
strong through pandemic

For the past two months, the Literacy Council office has been
deserted, a veritable ghost town of workbooks and teaching mate-
rials, silent instead of filled with the lively give and take between
tutors and students.

But it remains a place of potentiality and promise.

While the momentum and energy of the Literacy Council has
been slowed down somewhat, it has not been stopped. Who we
are as an organization, our mission and our values, are not com-
promised.

Though the way we interact with the students who need us may
look different now, all the things that the Literacy Council values -
and that people know, love and support - are not going to change.

The world will eventually find that the devastation of the coron-
avirus is no match for the unequivocal forces of human ingenuity,
creativity, resilience, determination and good will that animate the
people working the front lines of this pandemic.

The qualities of those essential workers are the same qualities
possessed by our Literacy Council volunteers. The potential of the
Literacy Council will not be stifled.

In the meantime, live up to the potential of the now, use the
time at hand to connect and share deeply with those whom you
love.

And consider making a donation to support the Literacy Council
and to help secure our future.

— The Literacy Council Board of Directors
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Remote learning is new face of Literacy Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are, which is essential for proper pronunciation.

Tutor Don Roof started meeting with his student, a Brazilian woman learning to read and speak English, in
December. They met every week at the home of a mutual friend.

But when the governor’s stay-at-home order came through, Roof was forced to find another way to connect
with his student.

Now, Don makes copies of worksheets, gets them to his student through that mutual friend, then contacts the
student three times a week on FaceTime.

They read short stories, hone pronunciation, and work on comprehension.

“The system is not as good as face-to-face contact,” Don said, "but it's way better than nothing."

Don and his student also take time during each lesson “to just talk,” he says.

“Her reading is getting better, but pronunciation is still troubling her. Conversation is good practice.”

Volunteer tutor Nona Garlick meets with her student using Facebook. But she didn’t start doing online lessons
because of the coronavirus; She started her online lessons about a year ago when she recognized it as the best
way to reach this particular student.

“It became quickly apparent that the student, who is a young man, had very little time to study, let alone come
to the Literacy Council office,” Garlick says, noting that the student had a demanding job and worked long hours.

“So going online just made things click,” she says. “The student still gets individual attention prized by the
Literacy Council. There are endless online resources both to help teach and learn English. Being online allows us
to find a common schedule, search for things immediately, like needed teaching tools. Honestly, | think the relaxed
environment helps everyone actually focus more on what is important.”

Garlick and her student meet on Facebook for 10 minutes four days a week, and for 30 minutes one day a
week. The mini lessons better suit her student, who finds it easier to block out one short time slot every few days
than to block out a one- or two-hour window on any one day.

Online tutoring also eliminates the need to travel to and from the Literacy Council office, which can be a chal-
lenge for Garlick, who has a physical disability.

Tutors who are unable to meet with their students remotely, are still reaching out through texts or phone calls
as a way to stay connected.

Online tutoring may be the wave of the future. But it all comes down to tutors connecting with their students.

— By Kathleen Alaks

IN MEMORIAM

The Literacy Council lost a bright light
this year, when Bette Mohr, one of our
most dedicated volunteers over the years,
died on Jan. 5.

For 11 years, Bette generously donat-
ed her time to the Literacy Council in a
number of valuable ways: first as a tutor,
then as a Board member, and most
recently as our Tutor-Student Coordinator.

She is remembered fondly for her dedi-
cation to learning, her warm smile and

good humor and her tireless devotion to
the Literacy Council and its students and
tutors.

"Perhaps because she majored in his-
tory and English," her husband Alan
mused, "l often thought she viewed life
as a series of 'happenings' and worked
hard to make each activity and event fun
and enjoyable for others."

Bette, you are missed.











image4.emf
g

Literacy Council for Josephine County

“Changing lives through learning since 1986”

Page 4 SPRING/SUMMER, 2020 106 N.W. F St., #18, Grants Pass, OR

Clever words for clever people

o ARBITRAITOR: A cook who leaves Arby’s to e PARASITES: What you see from the Eiffel

work at McDonald’s. Tower.

e BERNADETTE: The act of torching a e PARADOX: Two physicians.

mortgage. e PHARMACIST: A helper on a farm.

e BURGLARIZE: What a crook sees through. e POLARIZE: What penguins see through.

e AVOIDABLE: What a bullfighter tries to do. e PRIMATE: Remove your spouse from in front
e EYEDROPPER: Clumsy ophthalmologist. of TV.

e CONTROL: A short, ugly inmate. e RELIEF: What trees do in the spring.

e COUNTERFEITER: Workers who put together ¢ RUBBERNECK: What you do to relax your
kitchen cabinets. wife.

e ECLIPSE: What an English barber does fora ¢ SELFISH: What the owner of a seafood store
living. does.

e LEFT BANK: What the bank robbers did when e SUDAFED: Brought litigation against a govern-
their bag was full of money. ment official.

e HEROES: What a man in a boat does. e PARADIGMS: Twenty cents.

t“e Meyer by linking us to your Rewards Card. That way, every time you use it, you help

p’mg

ds you shop at Freddies.
r Other proftable partnerships:

Don't forget, you can support the Literacy Council every time you shop at Fred

us earn a donation from the store. Go to www.fredmeyer.com for details.
If you're already signed up, don’t forget to use your Rewards card every time

e Oregon Books at Seventh and E streets in downtown Grants Pass is a big
supporter of local nonprofit organizations and schools. Mention the Literacy Council
when you’re checking out to trigger a donation of 5 percent of the sale to our organization.

e The AmazonSmile program donates a percentage of purchases to the organization of your choice.
Every time you shop, you can have .5 percent of the price of your eligible purchases donated to the
Literacy Council.

The Literacy Council for Josephine County
106 N.W. F St. #18
Grants Pass, OR, 97526










